
     St. John’s Episcopal Church Vestry           August 23, 2026

Present: Rev. Susanna DesMarais, Rev. Don Quinton, Iris Atkins, Pamela 

Brittain, Bill Cheney, David Dennehy, Karen Duignan, Bob Dunn, Bill Gustafson, 

Alejandra Valdez-Beer, Lynn Young

Rev. Susanna DesMarais offered the opening prayer before calling the meeting to 

order at 10:23 a.m.

Appreciation was noted for the following: to Kurth Barnes for all he has given to 

the parish in recent years; to Maria Love and Sally Elliott in the Church Office for 

their many years of service; to Iris Atkins for singing and playing the piano 

during today’s service.  Rev. Don Quinton thanked everyone, especially Rev. 

Susanna, for warm acceptance of him.

David Dennehy moved, Alex Valdez-Beer seconded approval of the Consent 

Agenda (Vestry minutes from July meeting, Rector’s Report for August, Property 

Report, Outreach Committee Report). The motion passed.

ONGOING BUSINESS

Iris Atkins gave the Calling Committee Report.  The Committee met with Canon 

Beth Scriven on August 12 and are now working on the parish profile. It is 

expected to be 20-30 pages and must be approved by the Bishop and the Vestry 

before release. The Committee will share results of the CAT Survey with the 

parish on September 13.

Bill Cheney gave the Treasurer’s Report. The financial statements are filed with 

these minutes in the Vestry Binder in the Church Office. Two donations were 

received in July: purchase of a new refrigerator/freezer for the Nale Hall kitchen 

and an estate memorial for Charlie Jacobi (need to ascertain whether restricted). 

Jeff Martinhauk, CFO for the Diocese, recommends considering for the upcoming 

budget 

 cost of living increase  4% 

 liability insurance increase 2.5% - 6%

 medical costs increase 13.5%

The Finance Committee will meet after church on October 18 to start work on the 

budget.  A call will be put out for budget requests before that time.

The Capital Campaign begun in August 2023 is now officially over.

The lay pension issue is still in progress. The amount owed is $27,000 plus the 

as-yet-to-be-determined interest.

The Fall Pledge Campaign “Plenty Good Room” will start on October 11 and run 

until November 1.  Help will be needed in mailing letters from Rev. Susanna 

DesMarais and Senior Warden Bob Dunn and mailing pledge cards. Diane 



Gustafson will schedule the “ministry minutes”, short personal stories from 

parishioners during liturgy.  Homework for Vestry includes going to tens.org to 

look at the available resources and listening to the podcast “Leadership, AI, and 

the Church” (49 minutes).

David Dennehy moved, Karen Duignan seconded approval of the Financial 

Policies and Procedures document, and the motion passed.

Larry and Lucy Ferguson have proposed a streaming of the Padre game on 

Saturday, September 5, at 4:10 p.m. with sales of popcorn, hot dogs, and drinks. 

Bill and Diane Gustafson will clarify the logistics with Larry and Lucy.

For the September 27 Vestry meeting, Pamela Brittain will give the opening 

prayer and Bob Dunn the closing prayer.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Gustafson, Clerk of Vestry


