
Morning Prayer 
 

September 21, 2022 
 

Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
 

 
 

Opening Hymn  For All the Saints 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L9scqFrX-zc 
 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

Officiant  The Lord is glorious in his saints:  
Come let us adore him. 

 

Venite              Psalm 95: 1-7  
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

 

For the Lord is a great God, 
and a great King above all gods.  

 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, 
and the heights of the hills are his also.  

 

The sea is his, for he made it, 
and his hands have molded the dry land.  

 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

 

For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!  
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L9scqFrX-zc


The Psalm Appointed (appointed for the day)       Psalm 119: 33-40 
 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
and I shall keep it to the end. 

 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 

Make me go in the path of your commandments, 
for that is my desire. 

 

Incline my heart to your decrees 
and not to unjust gain. 

 

Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; 
give me life in your ways. 

 

Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
which you make to those who fear you. 

 

Turn away the reproach which I dread, 
because your judgments are good. 

 

Behold, I long for your commandments; 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  

 

The Lessons 
 

A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Timothy              2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
 

As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom 
you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able 
to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All scripture is inspired by God 
and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so 
that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 9  The First Song of Isaiah  Ecce, Deus    Isaiah 12:2-6  
 

Surely, it is God who saves me; 
I will trust in him and not be afraid.  

 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, 
and he will be my Savior.  

 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing 
from the springs of salvation.  



 

And on that day you shall say, 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  

 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  

 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, 
and this is known in all the world.  

 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  

 

The Gospel  
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew   Matthew 9: 9-13 
People              Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he 
said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the 
house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. 
When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 
tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Reflection 
 

Matthew, one of Jesus’ disciples, is probably to be identified with Levi, a tax collector 
(“publican”) mentioned by Mark and Luke. In the Gospel according to Matthew, it is said that 
Matthew was seated in the custom-house when Jesus bade him, “Follow me.” When Jesus 
called him, he at once left everything, followed the Master, and later gave a dinner for him. 
Mark and Luke also note that Levi was a tax collector. In all three accounts, Jesus is severely 
criticized for eating at the same table with tax collectors and other disreputable persons.  
Tax collectors were viewed as collaborators with the Roman State, extortioners who took 
money from their own people to further the cause of Rome and to line their own pockets. 
They were spurned as traitors and outcasts. The Jews so abhorred them that pious Pharisees 
refused to marry into a family that had a publican as a member. Clearly, Matthew was hardly 
the type of man that a devout Jew would have had among his closest associates. Yet Jesus 
noted that it was the publican rather than the proud Pharisee who prayed the acceptable 
prayer, “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.” There is frequent favorable reference to publicans 
in the many sayings of Jesus in the Gospel according to Matthew.  



Matthew was called early in Jesus’ ministry, but that he wrote the Gospel that bears his name 
is seriously doubted by scholars. It is, however, generally accepted that his “logia” or “sayings 
of Jesus” have been included in that Gospel.  
It may be that the author of the First Gospel took from Matthew’s work some of the numerous 
parables and comments that make that Gospel so popular a source for homilies and teaching. 
Through this Gospel, especially, Jesus speaks not only of faith and eternal life, but of duties 
toward one’s neighbors, family, and even enemies.  
Tradition has it that Matthew, having converted many persons to Christianity in Judea, 
traveled to the East; but there is no certain evidence for this. He has been venerated as a 
martyr, but the time and circumstances of his death are unknown.  
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Officiant and People 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 

The Prayers 
 

Officiant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 



V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety.  
 

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
 

V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
 

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant  We thank you, heavenly Father, for the witness of your apostle and evangelist 
Matthew to the Gospel of your Son our Savior; and we pray that, after his example, we may 
with ready wills and hearts obey the calling of our Lord to follow him; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
Officiant  Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer 
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may 
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

Spiritual Communion 
 

Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion: 
 

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament.  We are 
grateful to know there are many ways to experience your presence, but in whatever 
way we do, we know you come into our hearts, minds and souls.  Unite my heart with 
those of my family of faith and make us all one with you.  May this spiritual 
communion strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 



The General Thanksgiving  
 

Officiant  Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us  
and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.  

 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Officiant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.  

 

 
Bible Study 

 

Gospel:  Luke 16: 19-31 
 

Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered 
with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even 
the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the 
angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he 
was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 
He called out, `Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.' But Abraham said, 
`Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in 
like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all 
this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to 
pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' He said, 



`Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-- for I have five brothers-- that 
he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.' Abraham 
replied, `They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' He said, `No, 
father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to 
him, `If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even 
if someone rises from the dead.'" 
 

Reflection  
 

The lectionary is a gift! Our readings tie so well together this week. If you don’t get it the first 
time, you’re going to get it by the last reading! 
The rich man failed to live a life of generosity—a life informed by God’s own generosity and 
commands to care for the poor, vulnerable, and marginalized. Exodus 23:6 and 23:11; Leviticus 
19:10, 19:15, and 23:22; and Deuteronomy 10:18 are only a few examples of God’s commands 
to show compassion and generosity to those who tend to be ignored in society. The rich man 
ignored the clear commandments from the Torah, choosing, instead, to live a life of self-
interested luxury—intentionally ignoring Lazarus, the poor man, who lived right outside his 
gate. Because of his continual transgression of the law, the rich man is punished while Lazarus 
is comforted in the afterlife. 
In his suffering, the rich man pleads for Abraham to allow Lazarus to go and warn his brothers 
to live lives of generosity so that they do not end up being punished as well. But Abraham’s 
reply is clear: “They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them” (Lk. 16:29). 
Scripture should be the guiding light of our lives – not because we should fear punishment if 
we do not follow all the rules, but because scripture lets us know what God wants of us: to not 
only love God but to love one another, to freely and completely share that love, even if it costs 
us a little comfort. Sharing love is the brick and mortar we use to build the Kingdom of God 
here on Earth. 

• The Torah and the gospels are clear that the marginalized are to be cared for and 
protected. Where in society do you see this lived out? Where is it needed? 

 

 


