
Morning Prayer 
 

The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple  (February 2nd) 
 

February 1, 2023 
 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

Officiant  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:  
Come let us adore him.  

 

Jubilate                      Psalm 100 
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song.  

 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise;  

give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  
 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting;  

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 

The Psalm Appointed (appointed for the day)                            Psalm 84 
 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

 

The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; 

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

 

Happy are they who dwell in your house! 
they will always be praising you. 

 

 



Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

 

They will climb from height to height, 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

 

Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

 

Behold our defender, O God; 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 

For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 

For the Lord God is both sun and shield; 
he will give grace and glory; 

 

No good thing will the Lord withhold 
from those who walk with integrity. 

 

O Lord of hosts, 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Malachi                                            Malachi 3:1-4 
 

Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day 
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 



Canticle 16  The Song of Zechariah  Benedictus Dominus Deus     ILuke 1: 68-79  
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, 
born of the house of his servant David. 

 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all who hate us. 
 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

 

Free to worship him without fear, 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

 

To give his people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 

In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  

 

The Gospel  
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                                     Luke 2: 22-40 

People              Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of Jesus 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
"Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons." 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 



Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying, 

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word;  

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel."  

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to 
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Reflection  
 

Today’s Feast is sometimes known as the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin, sometimes as 
Candlemas. In the Eastern Church it has been called the Meeting of Christ with Simeon. Such a 
variety of names is sufficient testimony to the wealth of spiritual meaning that generations of 
Christians have discovered in this small incident.  
 

The title, “The Presentation,” reminds us of the Jewish law (Exodus 13:2; 22:29) that every 
firstborn son had to be dedicated to God in memory of the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt, 
when the firstborn sons of the Egyptians died and those of Israel were spared.  
 

When Mary placed her small son into the arms of Simeon, it was the meeting of the Old and 
New Dispensations. The old sacrifices, the burnt offerings and oblations, were done away; a 
new and perfect offering had come into the temple. God had provided himself a lamb for the 
burnt-offering (Genesis 22:8), his only Son. The offering was to be made once for all on the 
cross. At every Eucharist those who are in Christ recall that sinless offering and unite 
“themselves, their souls and bodies” with the self-oblation of their Lord and Savior.  
 

 
 



The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Officiant and People 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
 

The Prayers 
 

Officiant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety.  
 

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
 



V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
 

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day 
presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

Officiant  Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer 
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may 
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 

Spiritual Communion 
 

Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion: 
 

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament.  We are 
grateful to know there are many ways to experience your presence, but in whatever 
way we do, we know you come into our hearts, minds and souls.  Unite my heart with 
those of my family of faith and make us all one with you.  May this spiritual 
communion strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The General Thanksgiving  
 

Officiant  Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  



not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.  

 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Officiant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.  

 
 

Bible Study 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 5: 13-20 
 

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.  
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 
same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” 
 
Reflection on Matthew 5: 13-30 
 

Today Jesus coins a phrase that we continue to use today. He tells his disciples: “You are the 
salt of the earth.”  What does that phrase mean to you? What characteristics would you use to 
describe a person that you consider to be “the salt of the earth?” Down to earth? Practical? 
Sensible? Caring? Most likely all of us are “salt of the earth” in a variety of ways. However, 
Jesus also says that if we lose our “saltiness,” we also lose our tastiness and then we are not 
good for anything! Is that what we desire? 
 

Jesus also tells his disciples (and us): “You are the light of the world.” This is a powerful and yet 
perhaps an intimidating statement. Light is essential in many ways. Plants cannot grow 
without light. Light enables us to see more clearly. If we do not have light, we stumble and 



struggle through life. And if we take Jesus’ words seriously, we need to share our light with 
everyone we encounter. 
 

As yourself: Do I truly consider myself the “the light of the world?” If you answer yes, how do 
you share your light? What acts do you do that bring light to other people? What are the gifts 
of light you share with others: a smile, a kind act, noticing someone who needs some help or 
encouragement, reaching out to someone who is lonely, sitting with a friend who is ill or 
simply sharing a flower or fresh tomato from your garden? These are small acts but they are 
filled with light. 
 

Now, let’s shift the focus. What are the arenas of your life where your light may be dim or 
perhaps even extinguished? What is the cause of the loss of light? Do you sense any glimmer 
of light beginning to shine in this arena of your life? How do you experience God in this 
situation? 
 

Our light is not our creation. God chose to make us creatures of “light.” Our light is not ours; it 
is a share of God’s light. Nor is our light to be hoarded. Our light has been given to us to share 
with our family, friends, the strangers we meet, and our world. Today may you consciously and 
generously let your light shine! After all, our light comes from God, thus it truly is God’s light 
that is shining through us! 
 

Our world is in desperate need of light. There is a tremendous amount of darkness, pain, 
tragedy, loneliness and sadness in our world. Today and every day, the world needs your light 
and my light! Together we can light up the world with God’s light and love! 
 


