
 
Welcome to 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Chula Vista, CA 

 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Baptism of Our Lord 

January 11, 2026 
9:00am 

 
 
 

 
And a voice from heaven said,  

“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
Matthew 3:17 

 
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, 
you are welcome here 
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Prelude 
 

Announcements, Birthday and Anniversary Prayers 
 

Opening Hymn    Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                Hymnal 616 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Gloria Gloria in Excelsis       Hymnal S-280 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider     The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Presider     Let us pray. 
 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: 
Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant 
they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with 
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah         Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the 
nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not 
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be 
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 
wait for his teaching. 
 

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them 
out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives 
breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the 
hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people,  
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a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my 
praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 29 
 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name;  
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;  
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

 

The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 

 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe 
and strips the forests bare. 

 

And in the temple of the Lord 
all are crying, "Glory!" 

 

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

 

The Lord shall give strength to his people; 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 
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A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                Acts 10:34-43 
 

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual       Christ When for Us You Were Baptized        Hymnal 121 
 

 

 
 

The Gospel                 Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; 
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for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Sermon                                                          The Rev. Susanna DesMarais 
 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

Presider Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 
 

Presider Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
 in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Presider Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into 
sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
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Presider Will you proclaim by word and example  
the Good News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,  
loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Presider Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
         and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Presider Through our baptism, we are joined to Christ as God’s beloved 
children. As sisters and brothers in the Spirit, let us call to God for the 
needs of the world and the church. 
 

For the victory of justice among the nations, and for the outpouring 
of the Spirit’s gift of peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the liberation of all who are oppressed and imprisoned, for the 
preaching of the liberating gospel, and for reconciliation of all who 
oppress and persecute others, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the healing of all who are gripped by despair and frustration, and 
for all who inspire them with hope and joy, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all in this community to be alive to the call of their baptism, for 
the newly baptized, and for all who guide and teach along the way,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer 
 

For all who in their illness look to us for strength and healing in Christ , 
let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all who have died in the expectation of Christ’s full victory in their 
life and death, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Together let us pray for those serving our country and their families 
 

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the 
men and women of our armed forces, first responders, and their 
families. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; 
strengthen them in their trials and challenges; give them courage to 
face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of your 
abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  (BCP 823) 
 

Presider Loving God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as your favor 
comes upon us, enlighten us to see those who search for the victory of 
your love. Make of us your gracious servants, that the world may rest in 
your peace and sing your praises with full hearts and voices, through the 
same Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit is one God, this day and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Confession 
 

Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each 
other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  We repent of 
the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 
our behalf.  Forgive us, restore us, and strengthen us through our 
Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your 
will.  Amen. 
Presider   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

Presider   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Offertory 
 

Your generous offering helps us to continue the mission and ministry of the 
parish. You may give here or online by using the “Give Now” button on our 
St. John’s website: www.saint-johns.org or by scanning the QR code. 

 

 

Offertory Anthem            The St. John’s Choir 

http://www.saint-johns.org/
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Doxology 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by 
water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to 
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of 
the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit  
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Presider Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
People Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

Communion 
 

Everyone is invited to the Lord’s Table. We offer Holy Communion under both 

forms of bread and wine. After receiving the bread, indicate to the Chalice 

Bearer if you prefer drinking from the cup or having your host intincted (dipped) 

by the Chalice Bearer. If you would rather not have Communion, you are invited 

to come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest. 
 

Spiritual Communion 
 

I invite all who are watching our liturgy online to receive Christ spiritually.  
Let us pray together: 
 

Lord Jesus, we believe you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament 
of bread and wine, body and blood. Unite my heart with those of my 
family of faith gathered to celebrate the great meal of Holy 
Communion this day and make us all one with you today and every 
day. May this strengthen our faith and grant us confidence in your 
loving care now and forever. Amen. 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

Presider Let us pray 
People  God of abundance,  
you have fed us with the bread of life 
and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one with all your people  
in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 

Presider The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, and the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be 
upon you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn  The Sinless One to Jordan Came        Hymnal 120 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Presider  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God. 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 

Celebrant/Preacher Rev. Susanna DesMarais 
Organist  Cheryl Seppala 
Reader/Intercessions Helena Livingston, David Naranjo 
Ushers   David and Linda Dennehy 

 
St. John’s Prayer Lists 

 

Today and every day include some time for prayer, for yourself,  
for your church family, and for those in need. 

 

For Our Military 
 

Matt Jensen, Drew Shorkey, Cody Crossland, Cameron Ronie, Chariti 
Paden, Mark Stanfield, Sean Robinson, Jonathan Martinez, TK Nguyen, 

Christopher Lindshield, Timothy Lindshield, Jeremy Colton,  
David Sanchez, Jonathan Baldera, Nick Wyatt, Jamal Warner,  

Matt Hernandez, Daniel Getreu, Devon Strunk, Taylor Harrold,  
Jorge Zuazua, Roberto Chavez, Ryan Lothspeich, Andrew C. Dugger,  

Dan and Chelsey Nyaradi, Gen. G.C. Heinrich, Pedro Bonilla, Patrick King, 
Connor Feeny, and Sebastian Morales. 

 

For Strength in Time of Need 
 

Gary and Shirley McCarren, Alec Hauer, Karen Polk, Bob Milam,  
Bill Rogers, James Kellogg Burnham III, Linda Longoria-Neff, Lynn Young, 
Fr. George Keith, Jeff M., Steve Magill and Heather Wallace, Artis Selby, 

Georgene Nightingale, Michelle Bradley, Craig Nightingale, Bill Cox,  
Walt Kennedy, Terri Valdez, Angelina Cortez, and Lori Scherer. 

 

(Names are kept on the Prayers List for 4 weeks and should be submitted by Wednesday.  
If you wish to add a name, please email Maria Love at: info@saint-johns.org.) 

 
St. John’s Mission Statement 

 

St. John’s is a Christian community that intentionally gathers  
to experience God’s love through Episcopal worship, education, 

fellowship, and ministry to the wider community. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:info@saint-johns.org
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Announcements 
 

Save the Date: St. John’s Annual Meeting and Ministry Fair 
 

The St. John’s Annual Meeting and Ministry Fair  
will be on Sunday, January 25 following the worship service. 

 

If you took any pictures during any of our St. John’s events in 
2025, and are willing to share them, please send them to the 

office at info@saint-johns.org 
 
 

Prayers and Squares Prayer Quilt Ministry 
meets on Tuesday, January 13 at 9:30am 

in Nale Hall 
 
 

Coming Soon!  The Annual Souper Bowl Sale! 
 

A cherished tradition returns on Sunday, February 8.  Under the 
expert planning of Malia Attaway, we will once again offer many 
delicious soups, all homemade by parishioners, for you to 
purchase after church. 
 

Look for the sign up sheet in the Narthex and indicate what flavor 
soup you will make. We had a huge variety last year and made 
nearly $1000 as a fundraiser for the parish, and we hope to be as 
successful this year. 
 

Soups will be $8 per container holding two cups, 2 containers for 
$15, 3 containers for $20. Malia will provide the containers in 
advance for you to use. 
 

We would also like donations of cornbread or rolls. 
 

Near the end of January, we will have suggestions on how to 
safely make, store, and carry your soups to church. Safety is very 
important. 
 

Questions?  Please call or email Malia: maliaattaway@yahoo.com 
 
 

mailto:info@saint-johns.org
maliaattaway@yahoo.com
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St. John’s Clergy 
 

The Rev. Susanna DesMarais, Interim Priest-in-Charge 
 
 

St. John’s Vestry 
 

Bob Dunn, Senior Warden 
619-913-5580 

robert@saint-johns.org 
 

Jeff Bates, Junior Warden 
206-579-9435 

jefbates@icloud.com 
 

Terry Farrelly, Treasurer 
Lynn Young, Clerk 

Iris Atkins 
Bill Cheney 

David Dennehy 
Bill Gustafson 

Helena Livingston 
Alejandra Valdez-Beer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
760 First Avenue  Chula Vista, CA  91910-6012 

(619) 422-4141 
Email:  info@saint-johns.org 

www.saint-johns.org 

mailto:RNDunn2@gmail.com
mailto:info@saint-johns.org
http://www.saint-johns.org/

