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Reflection on John 21:1-19 
 

Simon Peter feels hurt that Jesus continues to ask if he loves him, and responds with, “Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you”. Simon Peter implores upon Jesus that he 
knows him inside and out, so how could he not feel the enormity of his love? But in Jesus’ 
responses to Simon Peter, he tells him to “feed my lambs,” “tend my sheep,” “feed my sheep”, 
implying that Simon Peter might be missing a second layer of meaning. Yes, Simon Peter loves 
Jesus. We can see that in the exuberance he displays by jumping out of the boat and into the 
water when the disciples realize Jesus is standing on the shore. Simon Peter loves Jesus, but 
still has not quite grasped the encompassing nature of this love. To wholly love Jesus means 
being a disciple. It means going out into the world and proclaiming the good news of healing, 
resurrection, and God’s kingdom touching earth. 
 
By all accounts, Simon Peter and the six other disciples are obedient to this call. Jesus taught 
them to fish, and so in the days following the Resurrection, they head out into the sea looking 
for fish. They have everything they need. Boat? Check. Net? Check. Who knows if they were in 
the wrong place at the wrong time, but the fish were not biting. This can sometimes be the 
case in our present-day efforts to walk the path of discipleship. We have our instructions and 
all the necessary supplies, and yet we still come up short. Jesus appears and gives the disciples 
a final nudge, then shows them the path of discipleship. Cast your net to the other side and 
then let us eat together. And when we have had our fill, “Follow me”. 
How do you embody Jesus’ love and share it with others? 
What obstacles are you running into on your path of discipleship? 


