
Morning Prayer  Wednesday, February 4 

Feast of Manche Masemola 

Martyr 1928 

 

It is believed that Manche Masemola was born around 1913, in Marishane, 

South Africa. She grew up with her parents, two older brothers, a younger sister 

named Mabule, and a cousin named Lucia. She was not sent to school but 

worked with her family on their farm. Her family was not Christian but rather 

followed traditional local religious practices. The Christian community in their 

region was very small and was looked upon by most people with much 

suspicion. 

In 1919 Fr. Augustine Moeka of the Anglican Community of the Resurrection 

established a mission at Marishane. Manche Masemola and her cousin Lucia 

first heard Moeka preach as a result. She was eager to learn more and began to 

attend worship services and classes at the mission twice a week. 

Soon she expressed a desire to be baptized, but her parents tried to forbid her. 

When their prohibitions failed to dissuade her, she was beaten. On a number 

of occasions, Manche Masemola remarked to Lucia and Moeka that she would 

die at her parents’ hands and be baptized in her own blood. Then, on or near 

4th February 1928, her mother and father took her away to an isolated place 

and killed her and buried her by a granite rock on a remote hillside. She was 

about fifteen years old. 

Although she was not yet baptized, the church has historically recognized 

catechumens who died before they could be baptized as being baptized by their 



desire for baptism. In 1935 a small group of Christians first made a pilgrimage 

to her grave. Larger groups followed in 1941 and 1949. Now, hundreds visit 

the site every August. In 1975 her name was added to the calendar of the 

Church of the Province of Southern Africa. 

Manche Masemola is one of the twentieth-century martyrs whose statues are 

displayed at Westminster Abbey. More than 40 years after her daughter’s 

murder, her mother was also baptized into the church in 1969. 

For more information on Manche Masemola go to  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0g98sQgLPs 

 

Opening Sentence 

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 

reach to the end of the earth.    Isaiah 49:6b 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0g98sQgLPs


A deacon or lay person using the preceding form remains kneeling, and 

substitutes "us" for "you" and "our" for "your." 

 

The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. 

 

Officiant   Lord, open our lips. 

People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 

    and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

    and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

The e Psalm for Today  Psalm 118:8–14 

8 It is better to rely on the Lord * 

than to put any trust in flesh. 

 

9 It is better to rely on the Lord * 

than to put any trust in rulers. 

 

10 All the ungodly encompass me; * 

in the name of the Lord I will repel them. 



 

11 They hem me in, they hem me in on every side; * 

in the name of the Lord I will repel them. 

 

12 They swarm about me like bees; 

they blaze like a fire of thorns; * 

in the name of the Lord I will repel them. 

 

13 I was pressed so hard that I almost fell, * 

but the Lord came to my help. 

 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, * 

and he has become my salvation. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lesson    Ruth 1:8-18 

 

Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back each of you to your mother's 

house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and 

with me. The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of 

your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to her, "No, 

we will return with you to your people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my 

daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they 

may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too 

old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should 

have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you then wait until they were grown? 

Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more 

bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me." 

Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to 

her. 

So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; 

return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, 

“Do not press me to leave you 

or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; 

Where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, 

and your God my God. 



Where you die, I will die— 

there will I be buried. 

May the Lord do thus and so to me, 

and more as well, 

if even death parts me from you!” 

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 

   The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 10    The Second Song of Isaiah                Isaiah 55:6-11 

 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 

    call upon him when he draws near. 

Let the wicked forsake their ways * 

    and the evil ones their thoughts; 

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 

    and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 

    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 

    so are my ways higher than your ways, 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 

    and return not again, but water the earth, 

Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 

    seed for sowing and bread for eating, 

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 

    it will not return to me empty; 

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 

    and prosper in that for which I sent it. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 



    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V.    Day by day we bless you; 

R.    We praise your name for ever. 

V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 



V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R.    For we put our trust in you. 

V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

Almighty and Everlasting God, who kindled the flame of your love in the heart of 

your faithful martyr Manche Masemola: Grant to us your servants, a like faith and 

power of love, that we who rejoice in her triumph may profit by her example; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Renewal of Life 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 

shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 

hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having 

done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, 

rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.      2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen.     Romans 15:13 

 



Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in 

Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.        Ephesians 3:20,21 

 

The Gospel for Sunday  Matthew 5:13-20 

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 

trampled under foot. 

 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 

light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not 

to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 

one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 

accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, 

and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 

but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Matthew 5:13-20 

In the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus gives us another angle on the righteous 

life. The people of God must be bright—a bright flavor, a bright open light—

shining before others “so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven.” Matthew’s Jesus also makes explicit here something that runs 

through the whole Gospel—that he has come as fulfillment of the law, not as its 

destroyer. The call to righteousness seems to have changed in his new witness, but 

it has not at all removed it. Those who are “great in the kingdom of heaven” will be 

following and teaching the words of the law and the prophets. 

1. Where else in the Bible do we find images like the flavorful salt or a bright 

lamp? 

2. How might these particular words of Jesus shape the way we think of his 

relationship to the law? 

3. How might our actions in a largely secular society be like a lamp lit in the 

darkness? 


