Morning Prayer Wednesday, July 1, 2026°
Pauli Murray

"//

Pauli Murray, a descendant of a North Carolina enslaved individual and slave owner,
was an early and committed civil rights activist and the first African American
female priest ordained in The Episcopal Church. She was baptized Anna Pauline
Murray by the Reverend George F. Bragg in 1911. After her parents’ death, Pauli
moved from Baltimore to North Carolina at the age of three to live with her
grandparents and aunt after whom she was named.

Murray graduated from Hunter College in 1933. After a campaign to gain admission
into the all-white University of North Carolina law school in 1938, she was denied
entry due to her race. The next year she took a job with the Workers’ Defense League
and went on to graduate from Howard University Law School in 1944. She was then
denied admission to Harvard University for an advanced law degree because of her
gender. In 1945 Murray successfully completed her Masters of Law degree at the
University of California, Berkeley. Her master's thesis was “The Right to Equal
Opportunity in Employment,” which Thurgood Marshal labeled the “bible” for civil
rights lawyers. Twenty years later, she became the first African American to be
awarded a Doctor of Juridical Science degree from Yale University Law School.

Committed to dismantling barriers of race, Murray was also dedicated to the feminist
cause. She was appointed to serve on the Civil and Political Rights Committee of
the President's Commission on the Status of Women (PCSW) in 1961. In the mid-
1960s, Murray began serving as a member of the Equality Committee of the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) working to revise the ACLU policy on sex
discrimination. She was also a founding member of the civil rights group of the
National Organization for Women (NOW) in 1966. Murray saw the civil rights and
women’s movements as intertwined and believed that black women had a vested



interest in the women’s movement. Keenly aware of racial discrimination, Murray
was unaware of sex discrimination until she attended Howard, a predominantly black
university. According to Murray, there wasn’t any racial discrimination at Howard,
“so the sex discrimination stood out in bold relief.”

Murray taught at Benedict College in South Carolina, in Ghana, and at Brandeis
University until the death of her close friend Renee Barlow in 1973. The experience
of ministering to Barlow on her deathbed "in ways [she had] associated only with
the ordained clergy" forced Murray to recognize a call to the priesthood, which she
had felt before but tried to ignore, feeling herself unworthy. After Barlow's death,
she began her studies at General Theological Seminary in 1976 and was ordained at
the National Cathedral the following year. She served at Church of the Atonement
in Washington D.C. from 1979 to 1981 and at Holy Nativity Church in Baltimore
until her death in 1985.

Her books include States' Laws on Race and Color (1951), the family memoir Proud
Shoes: Story of an American Family (1956), The Constitution and Government of

Ghana (1961), Dark Testament and Other Poems (1970), and the personal
memoir Song in a Weary Throat: An American Pilgrimage (1987).

Pauli Murray died on July 1, 1985 at the age of 74. Her personal papers are located
at the Schlesinger Library.

Opening Sentence
Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your
holy hill and to your dwelling. Psalm 43:

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant & People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

The Officiant says to the people

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Officiant and People together

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you



in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says

A deacon or lay person using the preceding form and
substitutes "us" for "you" and "our" for "your."

Almighty God have mercy on you (us), forgive you (us) all your (our) sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you (us) in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you (us) in eternal life. Amen.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he 1s our God,

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!



The Psalm for Today Psalm 119:17-24

17 Deal bountifully with your servant, *
that [ may live and keep your word.

18 Open my eyes, that [ may see *
the wonders of your law.

19 I am a stranger here on earth; *
do not hide your commandments from me.

20 My soul is consumed at all times *
with longing for your judgments.
21 You have rebuked the insolent; *
cursed are they who stray from your commandments!

22 Turn from me shame and rebuke, *
for I have kept your decrees.

23 Even though rulers sit and plot against me, *
I will meditate on your statutes.

24 For your decrees are my delight, *
and they are my counselors.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A reading from Mark 12:1-12

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders in parables. “A
man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and built a
watchtower; then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the season
came, he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of
the vineyard. But they seized him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed.
And again he sent another slave to them; this one they beat over the head and insulted.
Then he sent another, and that one they killed. And so it was with many others; some
they beat, and others they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent
him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” But those tenants said to one
another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.” So
they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. What then will the
owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard
to others. Have you not read this scripture:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?”

When they realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to arrest
him, but they feared the crowd. So they left him and went away.



The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Canticle 13 A Song of Praise

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers

Officiant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Day by day we bless you;

We praise your name for ever.

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

For we put our trust in you.

In you, Lord, is our hope;

And we shall never hope in vain.
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Liberating God, we thank you for the steadfast courage of your servant Pauli
Murray, who fought long and well: Unshackle us from the chains of prejudice and
fear, that we may show forth the reconciling love and true freedom which you
revealed in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of
any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21

The Gospel

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by
her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and



have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All
things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.”

In today’s reading from Matthew, Jesus first compares his listeners to children who are
unhappy with their playmates. Scholars disagree on what exactly is being taught in this
section and how the children’s argument applies to John the Baptist. What we can see
is that the children Jesus references are complaining, essentially saying, “We wanted to
play wedding, and you wouldn’t do that, we wanted to play funeral, and that didn’t work
for you either.” No matter what is suggested as an option, the children won’t agree on
what to play.

The listeners are asked to understand themselves as capricious children, unhappy both
with John for his strangely ascetic practices and with Jesus for his more luxuriant ones
(which, by the way, match their own). No matter how Jesus or John act, these “children”
are unhappy and complaining. The children don’t know what they want—or perhaps
they don’t want enough, or perhaps they don’t want anything at all.

It could be, as C.S. Lewis observed in his famous sermon, “The Weight of Glory,” “that
Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures,
fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an
ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot
imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.”

After offering a description of his activities among the people as an answer to the
question John'’s disciples ask, Jesus then says, “Yet Wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.” This implies that, complaints notwithstanding, it is action which reveals the
virtue and righteousness of a teaching—and of a teacher. This idea of the primacy of
action will continue to be developed throughout this passage, including during an
interlude skipped over in today’s lection, which describes some cities as having rejected
the teachings of Jesus—and thus the salvation extended to them—because they did not
respond to the works he did there.



Next, Jesus prays, again bringing children to the forefront. He worships God for
revealing salvation to “simple people” and “infants,” rather than to the “wise and
intelligent.” Again we see that the kingdom of God does not depend on those same
markers of success the world values. Those listening are invited and drawn to Jesus,
regardless of their level of education. Jesus reveals what is truly necessary: not
knowledge, but relationship. He teaches that the Father has handed over “all things” to
him, and that no one knows the Father except the Son and “anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.” This teaching establishes both his authority and the vast open
generosity of his invitation. The revelation of the Father is an embodied one, accessed
through knowing the one he sent.

The final section of today’s gospel passage holds one of the most beautiful statements
attributed to Jesus: He calls all to come to him; all who are weary, who bear burdens,
who are human. All are invited to come to Jesus and learn from his example of life
with—and in—God. Rest can be found in Jesus himself: God’s fullness incarnate, God’s
will walking, breathing, healing, speaking, holding, feeding, weeping, laughing, loving. It
is God who is gentle and humble in heart, offering rest to all those who come to Jesus.

Discussion Questions |

o What might it look like for you to become more childlike? What are one or two
things, specifically, would you need to do or change?

o Talk about a time when God was gentle or humble with you. What was that
experience like?

o If we believe, as Jesus says, that childlike simplicity is a positive trait, what
should change in our interactions with the world and one another?)



