Morning Prayer Wednesday, May 6, 2026
George of Lydda

George is the patron saint of England by
declaration of King Edward II in 1347. He is
remembered as a martyr, having given his life
in witness to the gospel during the persecution
of the church in the early fourth century. Very
few details of his life have survived, and his
story is replete with legend. By the middle of
the fifth century, he was commemorated in local
calendars and historical records of the period.

George was a soldier by vocation, serving as an
officer in the Roman army. It is said that he

| “gave his goods to the poor, and openly

confessed Christianity before the court.”

George’s initial notoriety may well have
resulted from his faithfulness and witness to
Christ during the Diocletian persecutions, 303—304, a particularly destructive period
through which the church suffered.

Much of the legend of George dates back only to the eighth century, and more of it
developed in the centuries that followed. The infamous story of George slaying the
dragon, probably developed from Greek mythology, is not associated with him until
the twelfth century. The inclusion of George’s story in the thirteenth century
manuscript, The Golden Legend, accounts for his growing popularity in the Middle
Ages.

In the twelfth century George was recognized as the patron saint of soldiers, and he
was called upon in support of those who would fight in the Crusades. The shield
under which his soldier’s fought became a symbol of national pride for the English
and in time was adapted into the national flag. Interestingly, the “St. George’s
Shield”—white shield emblazoned with a red cross—is the basis of the Episcopal
Church flag and seal.

Opening Sentence
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalm 118:24



Officiant Lord, open our lips.

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant & PeopleGlory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Jubilate  Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

The Psalm for Today Psalm 3

Domine, quid multiplicati

1 Lord, how many adversaries I have! *
how many there are who rise up against me!

2 How many there are who say of me, *
"There is no help for him in his God."

3 But you, O Lord, are a shield about me; *
you are my glory, the one who lifts up my head.



4 1 call aloud upon the Lord, *
and he answers me from his holy hill;

5 I'lie down and go to sleep; *
[ wake again, because the Lord sustains me.

6 I do not fear the multitudes of people *
who set themselves against me all around.

7 Rise up, O Lord; set me free, O my God; *
surely, you will strike all my enemies across the face,
you will break the teeth of the wicked.

8 Deliverance belongs to the Lord. *
Your blessing be upon your people!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A reading from the gospel of John 15:18-21

Jesus said, ”’If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated
you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own.
Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world—therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you,
‘Servants are not greater than their master.’ If they persecuted me, they will
persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they will
do all these things to you on account of my name, because they do not know
him who sent me.”

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Canticle 9 The First Song of Isaiah  Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
[ will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *



and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen

The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray.



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Day by day we bless you;

We praise your name for ever.

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

For we put our trust in you.

In you, Lord, is our hope;

And we shall never hope in vain.
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Almighty God, you commissioned your holy martyr George to bear before the
rulers of this world the banner of the cross: Strengthen us in our battles against the
great serpent of sin and evil, that we too may attain the crown of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for the Renewal of Life

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done
your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to
give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving



Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21
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John 14:15-21

Jesus said, ”’If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This
is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will
be in you.

”’I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.
On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them.”

John 14:15-21

This passage from John is a part of the extended final bit of teaching that Jesus shares
with his disciples during the Last Supper. The extended sermon covers three full
chapters of the Gospel of John and is chock full of iconic passages and imagery, none
more important than Jesus’ final admonition to love. It is in this passage that we first
hear about the coming of the Holy Spirit and how it will support the disciples and their
ministry, but we cannot ignore the way in which love undergirds all of this—Jesus’ love
for us and our love for Jesus. Jesus is the way through which we have come to see and
know God and it is through our relationship with Jesus that we have the assurance of a
relationship with God. It is by doing the work of Jesus that we show our love for Jesus
and make ourselves fertile soil for the loving Spirit of God. It is a virtuous cycle, human
love directed through word and action up to the divine, which in turn rebounds down as
divine love, strengthening our commitments to the work of Christ. Love never diminishes
or runs out but is an abundant, unlimited resource.

« How have you seen this cycle of love enacted in your life? How does love guide
you to God and how does God’s love make itself known to you?
« What might it mean that the Spirit is referred to as an “Advocate”?



